


fe WENATIONAL 
eri ie ARCHIVES 


Australian Government OF AUSTRALIA 


Your story, our history 


These copies are provided for research or study purposes. Before making use of the material for other purposes (for 
example publication) you should familiarise yourself with any copyright obligations. 


NAA: A1945, 173/1/11 


Series number: A1945 
Control symbol: 173/1/1 1 
Barcode: 1565477 
Number of pages: 181 


Situation in Oman [176 pages] 














DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


_INWARD SAVINGRAM 


1, 21808 


Outvards Savingran, 


Dated? 215+ aucust, 196k, _ 


| } Rec'd: 26th August,1964, 
Prom External, | 1 


LJ:PE 


To External Canberra 


549 
Australian High Commission, Contidential. 
London, 


No. EX. 3S. 


repeated Savingram Austemba Washington Ex J63. 
Aeeeh ores te Austunat New York Ex S54. 
se z Cairo 


E: Muscat and Oman, 





Our savingram 32, 


It has been confirmed by Brenchley, Head of Arabian 
Department, Foreign Office, that ad-hoc UN Committee on Oman 
will visit London beginninz September 2nd for discussions 
inter alia with British suthorities, Afghan Chairman of 
Committee, (Pashwak), was 2xpected to arrive August 27th 
and had asked to see Sultai following day. Sultan in his 
“typically unforthcoming manner" had indicated that whether. 
he saw Pashwak then or not would depend upon whether he 
received soon enough in writing details of questions Committee 
Chairman proposed to discuss with him. However, despite this 
reservation, Foreign Office were confident that Sultan would 
see Pashwak, 


Ze Current British discussions with Sultan had included 
examination of possibility that expected increase of subversive 
activity by Oman dissidents, now that oil discovery in 
Sultanate had been confirmed, might increase Sultan's military 
requirements. It was Sultin's assessment, (with which British 
were inclined to agree), that his existing forces would be 
adequate to cope with any foreseeable subversive threat. 
would, however, perhaps be need for some expansion of 
Ssultanate'’s military capacity when Shell Company began 
construction of their contsmplated pipeline, since task of 
guarding O1l Company facilities would engage attention of 
considerable number of. troops. Sultan had thought he might 


There 


then need to add one battalion, preferably a highly mobile unit, 


to his army; he had said he would raise this requirement with 
British at appropriate time. 


de With reference to U.K. position on Oman item at 
forthcoming United Nations General Assembly, Brenchley stressed 

. , ‘hat they intended to do n» more than react to criticism of 

\ \ their relationship with Su).tan or to allegations concerning | 

\ British activities in area: they would not any longer attempt 

at UN to present Sultan's case for him, This British attitude 
would be made clear during discussions here next month with 
ad-hoc Committee. 
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Oil in Oman, * 


Reference our memorandum 1032 in transit, You will have 
seen press reports about Shell discovery of oil in commercial 


quantities in Sultanate of Muscat and Oman, in area west of 


Jabal Al-Akhdar. We have confirmed from Economic Relations 


and Arabian Departments Foreign Office that these stories are: 


essentially accurate; while Shell understandably is 
reluctant to predict scale and date of commencement of 
commercial production, there seems to be no doubt that 
substantial flow of oil will commence within two or three 
years, Six out of ten test wells are promising producers and 
Company is thinking in terms of 1350-mile pipeline from field 


to coast at point just north of Muscat, SATE ANGRE construction | 


cost of some £E.100 million, 


Ze Assistant Head of Arabian Sapdninant: McCarthy, has 
commented that, inevitably, confirmation of oil discovery 
would provide new impetus for Omani rebel campaign against 
the Sultan. He said there had been no significant subversive 
incidents within Sultanate thus far in 1964, although a few 


mines had been discovered and there was some evidence of arms 


traffic to dissidents. However, McCarthy thought that oil 
discovery was bound to focus attention on Omani rebel cause 
at future Arab League Meetings and particularly Arab Summit 


Meeting next month, especially since Summit Meeting was 


expected to take up question of co-ordination of Arab oil 
policies. 


but it was likely now that Imam would receive greater atter 
In addition to support which he had continually race. <M on isa 
Cairo, it was known Iraqis had also been sup lying arms an 
training facilities for Omani dissidents. Greater 
between these two Arab States in making life difficult for 
Sultan must be expected in view of current devel 
closer links between Baghdad and Cairo. In these cireums ti 
Saudis evidently would have mixed feelings about backing 0 
rebels, but they would probably find it difficult to sbendon 
their long standing ngs tal of rebel cause, oe 
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In past, Arab League had been relatively restysined 4 
about active support of exiled Imam's struggle against Sultan, ~ 
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAIZRPERIRS 


INWARD SAVINGRAM ys 


aes Confidential. 


oil development in Oman was ° 


up pressure against the Sultan at 
General Assembly. In this connection, 


there had been recent exchange of communications between 


Chairman of ad hoc U.N. Committee on ) 
Committee Chairman had suggested that Sultan, during his — 
should meet the Committees; 
Sultan, while rejecting any formal encounter with this 
pody by reason of his established position that U.N. had 
no competence internal affairs of his 
country, apparently had not ruled out possibility of an 
informal meeting here with one member of U.N. Committes. 
It was not yet certain that he would actually talk to a 
Committee spokesman (presumably the 
McCarthy thought there was good prospect that Sultan 
might agree. to such a discussion while he was here. 
British viewpoint this would, of course, bé healthy | 
‘ 


development. 


McCarthy agreed that 
next United Nations 
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INWARD SAVINGRAM #3 YY 
yg I, 
ISW. 1.30255. “22 G4 
MY 
FROM: DATED: 1ST NOVEMBER, 1963. tod 
1545. Y 
REC'D: 4TH NOVEMBER, 1963. W/ 
AUSTRALIAN MISSION TO 0930. V 
UNITED NATIONS, YY 
NEW YORK, YZ 


sy == y Oo 
RANG 

ne ,s .% 
MWW@AQq 


SAV.115. CONFIDENTIAL. 
| OMAN. 
— 


UNITED KINGDOM CALLED MEETING 29TH OCTOBER OF WESTERN 
EUROPEANS, SCANDINAVIANS AND OLD COMMONWEALTH MEMBERS 
TO DISCUSS OMAN AND POSSIBLE COURSE OF ACTION TO BE 
FOLLOWED IN FOURTH COMMITTEE. 
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2. SIR PATRICK DEAN SAID MAIN FINDINGS IN @ 

REPORT WOULD HELP UNITED KINGDOM CASE - 

1) OMAN NOT A COLONY-. 

11) THERE WAS NO FIGHTING, NO REBELS IN AREA AND 
PEACE PREVAILED~-. 

(111) THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE OF OPPRESSION AND THE 
PEOPLE WERE CONTENT-. 

(1V) THERE WERE NO FOREIGN BASES IN AREA, 


36 VARIOUS MEMBERS PRESENT SUGGESTED TO BRITISH THAT 
CASE COULD BE PRESENTED MORE FAVOURABLY IF A REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE SULTAN WERE PRESENT AT THE UNITED NATIONS, RATHER 
THAN UNITED KINGDOM HOLDING THE BANNER, WITH THE OBVIOUS 
IMPLICATIONS. 

FEELING WAS WHILE OMAN WAS NOT A COLONY AND WAS AN 
INDEPENDENT STATE, NEVERTHELESS, POSITION WOULD BE EASIER 
TO DEFEND IF SULTAN WAS PREPARED TO SEEK WIDER RECOGNITION 
WITH INTERNATIONAL BODIES. 


4, UNITED KINGDOM IS WORRIED ABOUT ITEM BEING CONSIDERED 
IN FOURTH COMMITTEE WHERE ARABS MAY SUCCEED IN ATTACHING 
ANTI-COLONIAL LABEL TO THIS QUESTION. 

THEY ARE EXPLORING POSSIBILITY OF A RESOLUTION TO HEAD 
OFF THE USUAL AFRO-ASIAN ONE, WHICH COULD BE IMMODERATE 
AND COUCHED IN STANDARD. ANTI-COLONIAL LANGUAGE. 


5. AT FOURTH COMMITTEE MEETING (29TH) CHAIRMAN READ 
LETTERS FROM SULTAN CLAIMING THAT DISCUSSION OF OMAN WAS 
CYTE IDE COMPETENCE OF COMMITTES. 

WE SUCCEEDED IN HAVING LETTER CIRCULATED AS COMMITTEE 
sa Mutat HOWEVER, NOT WITHOUT OPPOSITION FROM SYRIA, AND 
INTERESTINGLY, GHANA. 

THIS MAY BE INDICATIVE OF AFRICANS’ INTENTIONS TO LEND 
SUPPORT TO ARABS. 


6. AT COMMONWEALTH MEETING TODAY (31ST OCTOBER) UNITED 
KINGDOM AGAIN PRESENTED CASE AS OUTLINED ABOVE, NAMELY, 
SULTAN IS HEAD OF FREE AND SOVEREIGN STATE AND BRITISH. 
ROLE IS MERELY TO REPRESENT HIM, AT HIS REQUEST, ON FOREIGN 
POLICY MATTERS, 
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THE PRINCIPLE OF SELF-DETERMINATION DOES NOT APPLY, 
THERE IS NO MOVE AFOOT IN THIS DIRECTION AND PEOPLE ARE 
OF ONE ETHNIC GROUP. 


Ts CANADA AGAIN RAISED QUESTION OF OMAN JOINING THE 
UNITED NATIONS. 

UNITED KINGDOM REPLY WAS THAT AS A POOR AND DEVELOPING 
COUNTRY OMAN WAS NOT YET IN THE POSITION WHERE IT COULD 
AFFORD TO on EFFECTIVELY STAFF, A U.N. MISSION. 


8. TANGANYIKA SAID ONLY THE UNITED KINGDOM SIDE HAD 
BEEN PRESENTED AND THERE WAS NEED TO KNOW AND STUDY THE 
ARAB ARGUMENTS, ANOTHER INDICATION POSSIBLY FOR DOUBTING 
FULL AFRICAN SUPPORT, 
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1 DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL Yy 
Y 
INWARD CABLEGRAM /720 U 
Y 
“i, 

ED. 1.31318. YY 
DATED. 11TH DECEMBER, 1962. 7 
1856. | Uy; 
REC'D. 12TH DECEMBER, 1962. YY 
FROM. 
AUSTRALIAN MISSION TO UNITED NATIONS, Yy 
NEW YORK, y 
UN1925. UNCLASSIFIED. 

Uy 

4 

WASHINGTON FOR INFO, LONDON SAV 1296, CAIRO SAV 45. Y 

MAN. 

pe RESOLUTION DEFEATED IN PLENARY TODAY IN SEPARATE L, 
VOTE AS FOLLOWS - Y 
L 

PREAMBULAR PARAGRAPH - 29 - 23 = 29, Y 
OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH ONE = 36 = 25 - 38. G 
OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH TWO - 40 - 26 = 21, Uy 
OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH THREE - 44 - 23 = 30. G 

Jf 

2. AS EACH PARAGRAPH WAS LOST SEPARATELY RESOLUTION AS A Y 
WHOLE WAS NOT PUT TO VOTE. —Y 
DETAILS BY BAG. G 

Yj 

Y 

MIN. & DEPT E.A. y 
MIN. & DEPT DEFENCE. 13TH DECEMBER, 1962. Y 
P.M'S. Uy 
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


ay INWARD CABLEGRAMss 7 

SENT - 10TH DECEMBER, 1962. 
FROM 1955 

RECD - Ebi DECEMBER, 1962. 


AUSTRALIAN MISSION TO UNITED NATIONS, 
NEW YORK. 


UN.1919 CONFIDENTIAL. PRIORITY. 


WASHINGTON FOR INFORMATION, LONDON SAV.1293, CAIRO SAV.44. 


OMAN. 


OMAN ITEM WILL BE TAKEN IN PLENARY TUESDAY 11TH DECEMBER, 

UNITED KINGDOM IS NOW MORE HOPEFUL OF BLOCKING THIRD. 

TANGANYIKA, IRAN, GUATEMALA HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED BY THE 
GOVERNMENTS TO CHANGE VOTE TO ABSTENTION AND TURKEY, PORTUGAL 
AND SPAIN HAVE INFORMED UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION THEY WILL 
CHANGE FROM ABSTENTION TO VOTE AGAINST ARAB RESOLUTION. 


2, MOREVOER, IF ARAB RESOLUTION IS DEFEATED UNITED KINGDOM 
IS NOW IN POSITION.TO ANNOUNCE THAT SULTAN OF MUSCAT WILL 
AGREE TO INVITE ON PERSONAL BASIS, REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL TO VISIT MUSCAT AND OMAN. 

THEY ARE PRIVATELY USING THIS CONSIDERATION IN ATTEMPT 
TQ PERSUADE OTHER FRIENDLY COUNTRIES WHICH ABSTAINED IN 
COMMITTEE (EG AUSTRIA) TO VOTE AGAINST ARAB RESOLUTION. 

UNITED KINGDOM DIFFICULTY, HOWEVER, IS THAT THEY CANNOT 
MAKE SUCH STATEMENT BEFORE THE VOTE AND THEIR PRESENT POSITION 


IS TO HOPE FOR THE BEST. 


MIN. & DEPT E.A. 


MIN. & DEPT DEFENCE 
P.M's. 11TH DECEMBER, 1962. 
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Sent: 3rd December, 1962. 
TOs 1855 


Australian Mission to United Nations, 
NEW 


TRIE TET 


REPEATED ¢ 


Australian Embassy, 


WASHINGTON ...000220025056 


Australian High Commission, .. 
SG eis veces cece TOTS 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


YO6ur telegram 1805. 


Please advise what attitude other opponents of Arab resolution 
will take if proposal for commission of enquiry is introduced in 
plenary. United Kingdom itself will presumably oppose (for reason 
in paragraph 3 of your telegram 1787, if for no other), but it would 
be helpful to know what attitude if any they would like friendly 
countries to adopt. 


PRIORITY. 





A/MIN. & DEPT E.A.(854/10/13/17). 
MIN. & DEPT DEFENCE. 


PMts. 4th December, 1962, 
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a eee 7S 993 
INWARD CABLEGRAM 
(67 
.GS I. 29838 
SENT. 26TH NOVEMBER, 1962 
FROM. 1855 

REC'D. 27TH NOVEMBER, 1962 


AUSTRALIAN MISSION TO UNITED NATIONS, gadis 


NEW YORK. 


UN 1787. | CONFIDENTIAL. 


WASHINGTON FOR INFORMATION, REPEATED LONDON SAV.1216. 


< OMAN ,/ 
SO FAR ONLY UNITED KINGDOM ARAB COUNTRIES, SOVIET GROUP 
3 LATINS AFGHANISTAN AND YUGOSLAVIA HAVE SPOKEN. 
NOT MANY OTHER COUNTRIES WILL SPEAK IN GENERAL DEBATE 
AND AT PRESENT WE DO NOT INTEND TO DO SO. 
UNITED STATES ALSO DOES NOT PROPOSE SPEAK. 


2. 18 COUNTRIES (ARABS AFGHANISTAN GUINEA INDONESIA MALI 
MAURETANIA AND YUGOSLAVIA) SUBMITTED RESOLUTION TODAY 
CALLING FOR RECOGNITION OF RIGHT OF PEOPLE OF OMAN TO 

SELF DETERMINATION AND INDEPENDENCE, THE WITHDRAWAL OF 
"FOREIGN FORCES", AND INVITING PARTIES CONCERNED TO SETTLE 
THEIR DIFFERENCES PEACEFULLY (RESOLUTION IS PRACTICALLY 
IDENTICAL WITH THAT INTRODUCED AT 16TH SESSION). 


3. SO FAR DEBATE HAS DEVELOPED AS COULD BE EXPECTED EXCEPT 
THAT CHILE AND PERU HAVE DRAWN ATTENTION TO CONFUSION STEMMING 
FROM HIGHLY CONTRADICTORY INTERPRETATIONS OF SITUATION 
GIVEN BY UNITED KINGDOM ON ONE HAND AND ARABS ON OTHER. 
CONSEQUENTLY THEY HAVE ADVANCED IDEA OF UNITED NATIONS 
SPECIAL COMMISSIONER OR SMALL COMMISSION VISITING OMAN 
TO ASCERTAIN REAL SITUATION AND TO REPORT BACK TO 
ASSEMBLY. 
AFRICANS AND OTHER LATINS ARE SHOWING SOME INTEREST 
IN THIS IDEA AND IT COULD GATHER SUPPORT ALTHOUGH 
PRELIMINARY UNITED KINGDOM VIEW IS THAT IT WOULD. BE 
VERY DIFFICULT TO PERSUADE SULTAN TO ADMIT SUCH UNITED NATIONS 
PRESENCE EVEN IF ASSEMBLY WERE TO ADOPT RESOLUTION TO THIS 
EFFECT. 


4, ALTHOUGH ARABS EXPECT TO GAIN VOTES FOR THEIR 
RESOLUTION THIS YEAR BRITISH STILL BELIEVE THEY WILL 
SECURE BLOCKING THIRD IN PLENARY (FOR EXAMPLE SCANDINAVIANS 
DECIDED AT MEETING TODAY TO VOTE AGAINST ARAB RESOLUTION). 


A/MIN.&DEPT E.A. 


MIN.&DEPT DEFENCE 
P.M.'s 28TH NOVEMBER, 1962 
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1745. 

REC'D. 29TH NOVEMBER 1962. 
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AUSTRALIAN MISSION TO UNITED NATIONS, 
NEW ORK 


\\ 


UN1805. CONFIDENTIAL. 
WASHINGTON FOR INFORMATION. REPEATED LONDON SAV.1225 
OMAN. 
OUR 1787. 
ARAB RESOLUTION WITHOUT AMENDMENT WAS PUT TO VOTE TODAY. 
VOTING WAS BY PARAGRAPHS AND ROLL CALL (DETAILS BY BAG). 


RESOLUTION AS A WHOLE WAS ADOPTED 41 (ARABS SOVIET GROUP 
CHAD CAMBODIA GUATEMALA PAKISTAN NEPAL TANGANYIKA) - 18 
ar STATES WESTERN EUROPE SCANDINAVIANS AUSTRALIA) - 36 

LATIN AMERICANS MOST BRAZZAVILLE GROUP INDIA GHANA AND SOUTH 
EAST ASIA EXCEPTING INDONESIA AND CAMBODIA). 

2, UNITED KINGDOM NOW CONSIDER PROSPECT OF BLOCKING THIRD IN 
PLENARY VERY UNCERTAIN. 

ALTHOUGH LATIN AMERICANS AND BRAZZAVILLE GROUP DID NOT PRESS 
IDEA OF A UNITED NATIONS COMMISSIONER OR COMMISSION TO INVES- 
TIGATE SITUATION IN OMAN THEY HAVE NOT ABANDONED IDEA AND MAY 
INTRODUCE RESOLUTION IN PLENARY. 

FROM DISCUSSIONS HERE IT WOULD SEEM THAT IF THEY DO SUCH 
RESOLUTION WOULD COMMAND A LARGE MAJORITY. 
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MIN. & DEPT. DEFENCE. 
P.M.'s 30TH NOVEMBER 1962. 
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~@ DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS YY 
a ee RRA Al YY 
INWARD SAVIN IDENTIALY7 
? oe YYy 
ay : YY 
MEH | I. 29265 YY 
Dateds 29th November, 1961 | Yy 
11,50 ca , YYy 
. FROM : ) YH 
Ree'ds 5th December, 1961 UY; 
Australian Mission to United Nations, Uff 
g 
SAVPUN . 163 CJNFIDENTIA =U 
Washington for Information. G YY 
; Repeated Ottawa, Sav 1265, London Sav, 1293. Y Yj 
Cairo Sav 90. Yj 
UY 
af | Yy 
Spécial Political Committee has so fer YYy 
spent four meetings on Oman Item,United Kingdom and Arab Yyy 
representatives have stated their respective positions along lines Uy 
essentially similar to those used at resumed Fifteenth Session. —Y 
Statement by Omanis added little to the Committee's lmowledge, J 
Statements this afternoon by Byelorussia and Poland indicate tH 
that Soviet group (all of whom are listed to speak) will fy 
faithfully follow Arab line, . YY 
4 
eS ... Apart from Arabs, United Kingdom and Uy 
Communists only speakers so far have been Iran and Ghana, Former Uj 
in effect accepted operative parngraphs two and three of craft Yy 
resolution (our telegram 1641), but said that operative paragraph Yy 
one "recognises the right of the people of Oman to self YY 
determination and independence") was unjustified and ran the Uy 
risk of creating an even worse threat to the peace than Yy 
already existed, : yy 
; Uy 
a, Ghana this afternoon said that the erux of Yj 
the matter was a disagreement on a point of fact mamely tf 
whether as the British contended %man and Muscat were a YH 
Sovereign whole under the Sultan or as the Omanis contended, Oman YH 
was separately independent. In all of this only one thing Yj 
was clear, namely that the United Kingdom was a third party YY 
and he would have preferred to he-r the Sultan's case through Yy 
the mouth of his own representrtives, Secondly, the United Yf,y 
Kingdom's justificntion for its military intervention had yyy 
been the "staunch friendship" of the Sultan, but this was a YY; 
dangerous dectrine. If the United Kingdom's version of the | fy 
facts were correct it would surely have been more appropriate Yy 
for collective intervention to be taken by the United Nations, UY 
In these circumstances he felt that operative paragraphs two Yy 
and three were appropriate and he streseed that all foreign YU 
forces should be withdrawn, After the meeting the Ghanaian Uy 
representative told the United Kingdom delegation *hat he was oy 
qanetderine moving amendments to Antete Mterr ee ones } Yffyy 
ED ainsi Yyy 
cae CONFIDENTIAL: =: Ae 
swf 6 CONFIDENTIAL Ae oe 








@ DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL_AFFAIRS,, ch L 
INWARD SAVINGRAM >. VIAL J 

EF Uy 

a I, 29265 Y 

pata xaphand to make an addition to second operative -paragrapn YY 
under which a11 foreign "meddling" from whatever quarter — YY 
(United Kingdom, Saudi Arabia dr Iraq) would be interdictcd, YY 

: Why 

; YY 

hie The Unitea Kingdom mission tells us that YY; 
Indian Delegation (which, of course, recognizes the Sultan as Yy 
Ruler of Oman)and Muscat) has abandoned its earlier intention YY 
to move an alternative resolution which would merely call upon YY 
Governments in a position to do so to use their good offices Yyy 
to encourage renewed negotiations between the parties, The Yy 
United Kingdom had told the Indians quite frankly that they YY 
would have to vote against anything that went beyond a purely YY 
procedural resolution, but that they could in fliact live with YY 
something along the lines which India had been proposing. In YY 
the present circumstances the United Kingdom delegation assesses Yy 


that there are approximately 45 votes for the Arab draft 
resolution as a whole and between twenty and thirty against it, 
They feel that the Ghanain line of amendment would slightiy 
improve the te-t but that it would still be quite unacceptal — 
and their fear is that the draft resolution so amended would 
attract sufficient of the present probable negative votes 

that a blocking third would no longer exist. In particular, 
they fear that the Latins would vote in favour of the resolution 
thus amended, 
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I. 28519 


2hth November ,1961 
4615 


FROM: 25th November,1 961 
1858 


MY . GE OY 
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Australian Mission to 
the United Nations, 


ek at Jhen_ W_ 


UN. 1641 UNCLASSIFIED. 


\\ \ 


‘ 


Washington for information. Repeated Ottawa Sav.1218, 
London Sav.1i241. 


Special Political Committee. 


Arab states plus Afghanistan, Guinea, 
Indonesia and Yugoslavia have tabled following draft 
resolution on Oman - 


"The General Assembly, 
Having discussed the question of Oman, 
Deeply concerned with the situation in 
Oman, 
Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) 
"Declaration on the granting of independence to colonial 
countries and peoples". 


t/, 

// 
(jf, 
hy 
“fj 
Uj 
//, 
“, 
Wy, 
Yj, 
J 


16 Tecognizes the right of the people of 
Oman to self determination and independence, 


Calls for the withdrawal of foreign forces 


Invites the parties concerned to settle 
peacefully their differences with a view to restoring 
normal conditions in Oman". 


2 By letters to Chairman of Special Political 
Committee dated respectively 9th October and 26th October 
(both circulated yesterday) Arad permanent representatives 
have requested hearings for "The Palestine Arab Delegation" 
and “an Omani delegation" when the U.N.R.WeA. and Oman 

items are under discussions. 
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20th April, 1961, 
1800 _ - 

2LSst April, 1961, 
1548 


FROW ° 


fustralian Mission to United Nations, 
NEW YORK. 


UN539, CONFIDENTIAL. PRIORITY, 


Repeated Washington fcr information, Ottawa Sav. 425, 
London Sav. 417, Cairo Sav. 18, 


Oman, 


Situation in Special Political Committee after four 
meetings devoted to this question is that Arabs have presented 
their case along entirely predictable lines and the United 
Kingdom has replicd in sense of attachment >» brief on this item, 
Two. more meetings have becn scheduled for tomorrow with rem- 
aining Arabs, Eastern Luropeans and France as only speakers 
listed, Some Arabs (perticulorly Saudi Arcbia and Lebanon) 
have foreshadowed Four-Point Resolution as follows:-— 


(a) Cessation of British aggression in Oman and withdrawal 
of british troops and bases tierefrom, , 


(b) Recognition of Omanis right to independence,, 
(c) Release of politival prisoners., and 


(d) neouragement of negotiations between the parties (i,e, 
the Sultan and the Imam) so that a peaceful solution 
may be reachéd on the basis of the right of Oman to 
independence, 


ee ire; on the other hand had said that since there is 
a clear dispute as to fact particularly in regard to the con-= 
tinuing presence of British troops and bases it would be app- 
ropriate to appoint an impartial commission of enquiry, No 
resolution has yet been presented apparently because the 
Arabs are unable to agree among themselves on its form, The 
United Kingdom intends to vote against either type of Resol- 
ution and we propose to do the same, However there is some 
feeling that in the end the Arabs may be uneble to produce a 
. Draft Resolution in time for adoption before the end of the 
Assembly, 
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Sent: 21st March, 1961 
1 

Rec'd: 22nd March, 1961 
1610 


FROM: 


Australian Embassy, 
W ASHINGTON. 


651. CONFIDENTIAL. 
Copies to U.N. New York, Ottawa, London & Cairo. 
Oman | 
Savingram 283, 


Stookey (Arabian Peninsula Affairs) said on 20th March 
that the position regarding resolution on Oman at General 
Assembly was still unclear. He thought it depended in the 
first place on any overall decision which was made regarding 
curtailment of Assembly agenda, If such agreement was reached, 
he thought Arabs would go along with exclusion of Oman Item, 
always provided that the, to them, more important UNRWA Item 


~~ was included (see our telegram 652). 
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I, 631 
SG Dated: 9th March, 1961 
1755 
FROM: Rec'd: 1hth March, 1961 
4 20 


Australian Embassy 
WASHINGTON, 


Saving 283 CONFIDENTIAL, 


Copies to U.N. New York. Ottawa, Vairo and London, 







OMAN 


okey (Arabian Peninsula affairs) referred 
on 9th March to Secret contacts which had been going on in 
Beirut between British officials and the representatives of 
the Imam of Oman and which had ig ign e to be proceeding 
favourably until the meeting on 24th February when Omani 
representatives were accompanied by two officials from the 
Arab League Secretariat. At that meeting Omanis adopted a 
far more rigid and uncompromising stand and raised their 
demands to complete am immediate independence for Oman, 
withdrawal of all British troops and compensation for damage 
incurred in British Military operations. Talks were broken 
off without expectation of being resumed. Stookey considered 
that sabotaging of talks by presence of Arab League officiais 
stemmed from secret resolution by Arab Foreign Ministers av 
Baghdad conference. 
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Se Stookey said that the previous glimmering of 
hope that an arrangement could be reached between British and 
Imam's representatives thus forestalling discussion of Oman 

at the U.N. appeared to have vanished, although there was still 
no certainty that item would be taken at General Assembly 
resumed Session. 
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AH: T.24917 
bent: 20th October, 1960. 
1955 
R'ed: 21st October, 1960. 
0830 
FROM : , 
Australian High Commission, Wi tt] ¥ CL Yi 
. Th IN. pe 


4649. CONFIDENTIAL. | 
Repeated Washington 686, New York 395, savingrams 
Cairo, Moscow, Tel Aviv. 
From External, 


Buraimi. 


‘ Hammarskjoeld's special representative, de RKibbing, 
has just completed talks at the Foreign Office on his fact 
finding mission on the Buraimi question. He is proceeding to 
New York to report to the Secretary General. 


~ 


QQ AQ 


\\ 


2e "Times" report today Suggests that there is a 
good prospect that if Hammarskjoeld were "to arbitrate" on the 
dispute the british Government would be willing to accept his 
view and encourage the Shaikh of abu Dhabi and Sultan of 
Muscat to accept also though it would not want a further 
"tribunal". The Foreign Office today on enquiry stated that 
Such a report was running somewhat ahead of the United Kingdom 
view. The Foreijzn Office will wish to consider the matter 
further when de Ribbing has reported more particularly on the 
refugee aspect and Secretary General has given his reactions. . 
(Cf, our Savingram 654 of 12th September, } 
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MEMORANDUM ON MUSUAT AND OMAN 





Historical 


Since the second half of the eighteenth century, the family 
of the present Sultan of Muscat and Oman heave exercised 
sovereignty as independent rulers over the south-east of the 
Arabian peninsula from the straits of Hormuz in the north to the 
Aden Protectorate, 


2s These territories have comprised both the coastal aress and 
the mountainous district in the interior known as Oman. This 
sovereignty of the Sultans is recognised in international treaties 
concluded with them, for example, by Great Britain in 1891 and 
again in 1951, by the United States in 1833 and 1958, by France 

in 1846 and by India in 1953, All these treaties in one way or 
another recognise the sovercignty of the Sultans over Oman. 


Se Since the present dynasty was founded about 1744, occasional 
conflicts have arisen between the authority of the Sultan and 
the so-called Imam of Oman, the spiritual leader of the Ibadhite 
sect of Islam, which is predominant in the country and to which 
the Sultans belong; his functions were primarily religious, 


Le In 1915 troubles broke out in the interior, largely because 
of the efforts made by the Sultan to Suppress arms traffic and 
the slave trade. These troubles were brought to an end in 1920 
by an agreement (sometimes miscalled a "treaty') concluded at 
Sib between the Sultan on the one hand and a number of tribal 
leaders in Oman on the other who signed the agreement together 
with the then Imam, Mohamed bin Abdullah at Khalili, 


be The agreement defined certain aspects of the relationship 
between the Sultan's Government and the tribes of the interior. 
It allowed the tribes a measure of local autonomy, but in no way 
recognised Oman as an independent State. Indeed, such a demand 
was actually made by the signatory shaikhs, but was not persisted 
in when rejected by the Sultan, In short, the Sib Agreement 

was in no sénse an international treaty but an agreement between 
the sovereign and certain of his tribes, 


6. For 34 years the agreement worked well. ‘The Sultan retained 
charge of all external matters and no disputes occurred about his 
sovereignty which was recognised in @ number of practical WAYS. 
For example, correspondence with foreign administrations over the 
status and lawsuits of individuals resident in Oman was conducted 
throughout the Sultan's Government; passports, describing the 
holders as the Sultan's subjects and issued by the Sultanate were 
used by the Imam's followers in Oman, including Talib (see 
paragraph 10 below); and the decisions of the Muscat Appellate 
Courts were sought and accepted by the Omanis, Moreover, when in 
August 1952 a Saudi Arabian agent arrived in the Buraimi Oasis, 
the Imam Mohamed bin Abdullah wrote to the Sultan expressing his 
concern and showed the latter that he was ready to join him in 
forcibly ejecting the Saudis. Tey were dissuaded from this 
enterprise by Her Majesty's Government, as a result of the Anglo- 
Saudi "Standstill Agreement" concluded in October 1952. (The 
Saudi Arabian Government subsequently violated the Standstill 
Agreement, just as they later broke the conditions attached to the 
Arbitration Agreement of 1954). Later in 1953, Mohamed bin 
Abdullah stated through his representative at an interview with the 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf that, although he was 
responsible for the internal affairs of Oman, the Sultan was 


/responsible 
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responsible for its external affairs. 


7. In May 1954 the Imam Mohamed died. In October his 
successor, Ghalib bin Ali, defied the authority of the Sultan 
with force of arms, entered into treasonable contracts with 
foreign Powers and claimed to be an independent ruler. By these 
actions he was considered to hseve rendered the Agreement of Sib 
invalid, and in December 1955 the Sultan reasserted his 
authority by moving his forces into Oman, not only without 
opposition, but with every appearance of welcome by the tribes= 
men and their shaikhs. 


or This operation was connected with, but distinct from the 
reoccupation by the Sultan's forces, in conjunction with those 
of the Ruler of Abu Dhabi, of the Bureaimi Oasis in October 
4955. The operation was an internal affair carried out with 
Sultanate forces. These forces were commanded by British 
officers who were in Muscat service and not under the control 
of the United Kingdom Government. The United Kingdom 
Government helped the Sultan however with air transport and by 
providing technicians (less than 10 in all). 


De Soon after the operation, shaikhs from all parts of the 
Sultanate went to Muscat to affirm their loyalty to the Sultan 
who allowed the former Imam Ghalib to retire to a village in the 
interior. Sulaiman bin Himyar was allowed to live under parole 
in the capital Muscat. 


40. The Sultan did not make any radicél changes in the social and 
religious life of the tribes of central Oman after the 
reoccupation. Nor did he replace existing leaders by his own 
nomineese The only persons who were still not reconciled were 
Ghalib's brother Talib, who sought sanctuary in Saudi Arabia, 

and one or two ambitious hangers-on including Salih bin Isa al 
Harthi who went to Egypt. 


41, The Egyptian Government continued to conduct a propaganda 
campaign in the hope of enlisting Arab and other support 

for an anti-Volonial cause. In Saudi Arabia, an "Oman 
Liberation Army" amounting to several hundreds of mcn under 
Talib's command was trainedand saquipped. In the summer of 

4957 Talib arrived in Oman with this "army" and raised a new 
revolt. His brother the Imam joined in. Sulaiman bin Himyar 
broke his parole and left Muscat town to throw in his lot with the 
repels. He was the only one of the surviving Signatories of the 
Sib Agreement, or their direct descendants, who supported this 
revolt. The other surviving signatory and a number of 
descendants of signatories supported the forces of the Sultan. 


42. After a series of skirmishes the rebels succeeded in taking 
military possession of an area of central Oman. In these 
circumstances, the Sultan requested aid from the Unitcd Kingdom, 
and this was granted. By August 1957, with support from a small 
number of R.A.F. aeroplanes and the use of British troops to hold 
certain bases, the revolt had been brought under control. All 
the major rebel-held villages had been occupied end Muscat civil 
authority was consolidated over the affected area under the 
Minister of the Interior at Nizwa. 


13, The rebels were not, however, all disposed of. Talib, 
Ghalib and Sulaman remained at large. They took refuge in the 
almost inaccessible area of the Jebel Akhdar mountain massif, 
among the Beni Riyam, whose leader was Sulaiman bin Himyar. 
With the assistance of arms and money from outside, these ring- 
leaders conducted a guerrilla warfare campaign against the 
Sultan's Armed Forces, including mining of routes in the 


/region 
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region of th: mountain. ,The number of hard-core rebels on the 
mountain did not exceed about 120, accompanied by about the same 
number of mountain tribesmen. During 1958 the Sultanate 
authorities carried out limited operations designed to bring 
about the surrender of the remaining rebels. Assistance in the 
conduct of these operations was given by & small number of 
British ground forces and by the Royal Air Force. At the end of 
January 1959 the Sultan's Armed Forces, together with less than 
400 British troops occupied the Jebel Akhdar, The rebel leaders 
fled to Saudi Arabia, and there has been no rebellion since, 


The Situation since January 1959 


14. Reports from the so-called "Imamate Offices" in the Middle 
Bast and on UVairo and Baghdad Radios of continued fighting in 
Oman are entirely without foundation, The rebels remain in 
refuge in Saudi Arabia and have been unable to foment further 
trouble in the Sultanate, Occasionally individual thugs have 
succeeded in laying mines where vehicles pass, and damage and 
occasional casualtiss result. Their ability to do this is hardly 
surprising in @ country alinost the size of Great Britain, with 
poor communications, but even these incidents have now become 
extrenely rare (there has been only one mining incident in the 
past four months). In the meantime the local population in 

Oman are showing increasing hostility to the rebel cause and have 
been helping the authorities to recover arms and ammunition left 
behind by the rebels after they fled the country at the 

beginning of 1959. 


15. The reports of imaginery fighting in Oman have been 
accompenied by equally untrue claims about the number of British 
casualties. Operations in 1958 and January 1959 and mining 
incidents in 1959 and early in 1960 did cause a very few 
British casualties; the total British casualties in the 
Sultanate are as follows: 


Year Killed | Wounded 
1 957 eo°o eos BLL nil 
1958 ess oé< s 5 
1959. «ec noe 3 3 
1960 nil 5 


There have been no British casualties in Oman since March 19th, 
1960 except that one British other rank (not included in the 
figures above) was killed on August 9th when his vehicle over- 
turned on a training exercise. 


16. There are now no British military units permanently 
stationed in the Sultanate, British military personnel there 
are as follows: 


(a) up to 25 officers seconded to the Sultan's army, and 
15 junior officers and N.v.0,. instructors on loan; 


(b) up to 10 seconded R,A.F. personnel; 


(c) a total of perhaps 20 administrative, medical and 
communications personnel. 


From time to time British troops up to approximately company 
strength move to Oman for training exercises of short duration. 
A squadron of the Trucial Oman Scouts ( a local force with 
British officers) is currently stationed in the north of the 
Sultanate, A topographical unit operates in the Sultanate at 
intervals, Finally there are some 150 R.A.F.e personnel at the 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE 
3 MINUTE PAPER pupa 


Subject OMAN 





ASSISTANT SECRETARY (Intelligence) 


———— es ey ee 


It would seem that folio 13 and its 
attachment (folio 13a) were removed from this file in 
your branch on about 1/12/58. 


2. Would you please provide,in place of 
folios 13 and l3a, a note to this effect showing 


(1) Dates and reference numbers, if any, 
of the correspondence. 


(114) Location of the papers in your 
branch. 


fv Officer-in-C¥arge, 
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OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM, 


CANBERRA ‘(i 


OL. 1144/1 18th December, 1958. 


0 


I am directed by the High Commissioner to refer to 
Commonwealth Relations Office telegram circular W No. 621 of 
the 3lst July, a copy of which was sent to your Department 
on the Ist August, which contained the text of a reply to a 
perliamentary question about the negotiations conducted with 
the Sultan of Muscat and Oman durine his visit earlier this 
vear to the United Kingdom, 


The United Kingdom Government have now had under considera- 
‘ion the revisions of the provisions for the extraterritorial 
Jurisdiction in Muscat and Omen and I enclose a memorandum on 
this subject as well as a draft letter to the Sultan. T am 
to draw your attention to pararravh 2 of the draft letter 
where provision has been made for the new arrangements to 
cover not only United Kin-dom forces and accompanyins civilian 
“2rsonnel but also those of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
South Africa and the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 
Tne purpose of this letter is to enquire whether the Australian 
autnorities are agreeable to the inclusion of piovision for 
their forces in this letter and, if so, whether they wish to 
make any other comments. 


The preparation of the draft letter to tte Sultan has 
taken some time. It has now been concurred in by 911 Tnited 
‘in  jom Departments concerned and apart fron the approval of 
Commonwealth Governments it is now ready for submission ® the 
\ Sultan. It would be appreciated, therefo-e, if a reply could 
be furnished as cuickly as possible, 


I am sending a copy of this letter (withovt enclosures, 
of which I regret there are no extra copies available) to the 
Secretary of the Department of External Affairs. 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


‘THF SECRETARY, . 
PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 
CANBERRA. hey" 
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NOTE . Se ea Masta 


Vi Of hic Canney, 
af iD > SEC ys PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 


CANBERRA, 

ys > 
In reply quote No. 

TOP SECRET 

PERSONAL 25th November, 1958. 


I received yesterday evening from the 
United Kingdom High Commissioner's Office the | 
attached copy of a Top Secret and Personal letter ~ 
to the Prime Minister about the situation, in the 
Oman. 


I am sending this copy fr your 
personal information. 
aaa eee 


Yours sincerely, 


a > Die of tating rere | 
Py 


AE. W. Hicks, ESqde, C.B.E., 
Secretary 
Department of Defence, 


MELBOURNE. 
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Sananeliienee EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. /73-1- 


f INWARD SAVINGRAM. 
I. 20390. (ATS Af 


Dated: 12th Noveriber, 1958, 





‘MP Ree'd: 21st Noveribor, 1958, . 


129 
FROM: 
Secretary of State for Commonwealth 
| Relations, 
LONDON, 


SAVING /.497. UNCLASSIFIED 
My telegram W. No. Te 
OMAN, 






I enelose the text of a question and written answer 
from Hansard for Monday the 10th November. 





MIN.&DEPT, E, A, 24th November, 1958. 
MIN.&DEPT, DEFGNCE 


PM's DEPT,: 
P.M's 











DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


INWARD SAVINGRAM. 


Le 20390, 





CLE 


2. 
OMAN (SITUATION) 


126 Mr. P. Noel-Baker asked the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether he will make a statement about 
the present situation in Oman; and the intentions of Her 
Majesty's Government regarding the use of British troops 
to assist the Sultan of Muscat and Oman's armed forces 
against the former Imam of Oman and his brother Talib, 


Mr. Ian Harve as my right hon. and gallant Friend 
said on 18th Junc, ee all of Oman has been quiet since 
the summer of 1957, and the Sultan's administration is 
functioning normally. 


Three of the Rebel leaders together with a few of 
their followers are still at large in the Jebel Akhdar, 
which is an inaccessible mountain area. ‘The Sultan's 
armed forces are encircling the mountain and conducting 
limited operations designed to bring about the surrender 
of the fugitives, 


} Apart from personnel seconded to the Sultan's 

Armed Forces for the purpose of assisting in the military 
reorganisation in the Sultanate, there is a small number 
of troops temporarily engaged in training the Sultan's 
forces and assisting them to maintain order, 
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MUSCAT AND OMAN 





Treaty Series No. 28 (1958) 


Exchange of Letters 


between the Government of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
and the Sultan of Muscat and Oman 
concerning the Sultan’s Armed Forces, Civil 
Aviation, Royal Air Force facilities and 
Economic Development in 
Muscat and Oman 


London, July 25, 1958 


Presented to Parliament by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
by Command of Her Majesty 
August 1958 


LONDON 
HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE 


FOURPENCE NET 


Cmnd. 507 
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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE SULTAN OF MUSCAT 
AND OMAN CONCERNING THE SULTAN’S ARMED FORCES, 
CIVIL AVIATION, ROYAL AIR FORCE FACILITIES AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN MUSCAT AND OMAN 


London, July 25, 1958 
No. 1 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the Sultan of Muscat and Oman 


Foreign Office, S.W.1, 
My honoured and valued Friend, July 25, 1958. 


With reference to the discussions which I have had the pleasure of holding 
with Your Highness in London, and following upon those which took place 
in Muscat between Your Highness and Mr. Julian Amery in January, 1958, 
I have the honour to set out below my understanding of the agreement which 
has been reached between us. 


In pursuance of the common interest of Your Highness and Her Majesty’s 
Government in furthering the progress of the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman, 
Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom have agreed to extend 
assistance towards the strengthening of Your Highness’s Army. Her 
Majesty’s Government will also, at Your Highness’s request, make available 
Regular officers on secondment from the British Army, who will, while 
serving in the Sultanate, form an integral part of Your Highness’s Armed 
Forces. The terms and conditions of service of these seconded British officers 
have been agreed with Your Highness. Her Majesty’s Government will also 
provide training facilities for members of Your Highness’s Armed Forces and 
will make advice available on training and other matters as may be required 
by Your Highness. 

Her Majesty’s Government will also assist Your Highness in the establish- 
ment of an Air Force as an integral part of Your Highness’s Armed Forces, 
and they will make available personnel to this Air Force. 

Your Highness has approved the conclusion of an agreement for the 
extension of the present arrangements regarding civil aviation and the use 
by the Royal Air Force of the airfields at Salalah and Masirah. 

We also discussed the economic and development problems of the 
Sultanate and Her Majesty’s Government agreed to assist Your Highness in 
carrying out a civil development programme which will include the improve- 
ment of roads, medical and educational facilities and an agricultural research 
programme. 

If Your Highness agrees that the foregoing correctly sets out the 
agreement reached between us I have the honour to suggest that this letter 
and Your Highness’s reply should be regarded as constituting an Agreement 
between Your Highness and my Government. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest consideration, 
Your Highness’s 
sincere friend, 


SELWYN LLOYD. 








| Vi No. 2 
The Sultan of Muscat and Oman.to the Secretary of State for F oreign Affai® \. 


Your Excellency, Tae London, July 25, 1958. 

We have received Your Excellency’s letter of to-day’s date, setting out 
the agreement which has been reached in discussions between ourself and 
Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom, and confirm that your 
letter and this reply should be regarded as constituting an agreement between 
us and your Government. 


Your sincere friend, 
SAID BIN TAIMUR. 


Printed and published in Great Britain by 
_ Her MAdsesty’s STATIONERY OFFICE 


19033—66 53836 Wt. 502/1596 K12 8/58 F.o.P. 
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Gory ‘POL, 22/3 
FROM: The Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relations 
TO: The Acting High Commissioner for the U.K. Canberra. 


DESPATCHED: 01.00. 29th July, 1958. 
RECEIVED: 16.00. 29th July, 1958. 








Addressed United Kingdom Commissioners Ottawa, Canberra, 
Wellington, Capetown, Salis repeated other posts. 


Following paragraphs summarise sent position in 
Persian Gulf following recent events in fiddle East. 


(a) Bahrain. Situation is normal. By agreement with Ruler small 
number of British troops normally stationed in Bahrain have been 
reinforced. of Bahrain as a base is essential to enable 
United Kingdom Government to carry out its obligations in area 
should need arise. 


(>) Kuwait. Sitwation remains normal though as in the other 
Gulf Sheikhdoms lic attitude to new regime in Iraq is 
generally sympathetic. Shaikh Abdullah Mubarak who is in charge 
_ security ani was acting Ruler until the Ruler's return 
to t on duly 24th has taken measures to strengthen security 
and is confident that he is in full control of situation. There 
are no British troops in Kuwait. Ruler's meeting with Nasser in 
Damaseus has stivulated speculation and there have been pro 
reports from Damascus radio that he is contemplating joining the 
ted Arab Republies (U.A.R.). 


(ce) Qatar. ## There have been rumours of a strike in the oil fields 
but none has materialised. Acting Ruler seems to have situation 
under control. Ruler who is at present in Geneva was to have 
gone to the United Kingdom as the guest of United Kingdom Govern- 
ment on July 2lst but visit was cancelled by mutual sgreement 
chiefly because he understood that United Kingdom Ministers and 
officials could not give adequate time to him at this juncture. 
There are no British troops in Qatar. 


(a) Museat. The rebel Talib who is holding out in the inaccess- 
4ble Green Mountain in Central Oman has recently received fresh | 
supplies of arms, money and ammunition and his position has 
consequently somewhat strengthened. An agreement which is secret 
until public announcement has been made has been negotiated in | 
London between the Sultan of Muscat and Oman and United Kingdom 
Government by which we will give him help necessary to strengthen 
his armed forces and for economic development - see our telegram 
W No.§93. ##$Sultan is expected to return to his country shortly 


2. Ottawa, Canberra, Wellington, Pretoria. 
Commonwealth authorities. Four Commonwealth 
in London have been informed. Salisbury take similar action. 


3. To Delhi, Karachi, Colombo, Accra, Kuala Lumpur. Above 
is for your own information ee If you are questioned about the 
position in the Gulf and British forees in the area you may say 
that the position is calm but that some temporary additions have 
been made to British forces normally present in the Persian Gulf 
with the object of ensuring that United Kingdom Government are ina 
position to carry out their obligations to the Persian Gulf States 
as rapidly as possible should the need for this arise. United 
Kingdom Government's commitments are to give help to these States 
if they should be subjected to any serious danger and they have 
every intention of esas wage 

this area as they have in past. is no particular 
indication of any serious danger at the present time but recent 
events have shown how necessary it is to be prepared well in advane 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM FROM COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE, 


TO: ~K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CANADA 

-K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN AUSTRALIA 

~K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW ZEALAND 
-K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN SOUTH AFRICA 
~K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN THE FEDERATION 


OF RHODESIA AND NYASALAND (ACTING) 


K, HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA 

K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN PAKISTAN 

K, HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CEYLON 

K, HIGH COMMISSIONER IN GHANA 

K,. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN THE FEDERATION 
OF MALAYA, 


(Dated 4th December, 1957) 


W. NO, 504 SAVING SECRET, 


Repeated U.K. High Commissioner in Delhi, Karachi, 
Colombo, Accra, Kuala Lumpur, 


My W. No. 951. 
OMAN, 


There is evidence to suggest that a new Omani liberation 
army has been training in the Dammam area in Saudi Arabia and 
that it has mechanical transport. The most recent of the 
reports which have reached us are as follows:- 


(a) there is an uncomfirmed report of a Saudi dump 
or base South of area of Liwa (54 degrees East, 23 
degrees North). Air reconnaissance has not yet 
been able to confirm this; 


(b) Talib's launch in Bahrein, which had been damaged, 
is reported as under repair; 


(c) all the Omanis are now said to have left Dammam 
and a party of some 67 Omanis moving by sea stopped 
for a brief time at Bahrein on their way to Oman, 
Such movement is exceptional at this time of yeor 
and last occurred before the revolt earlier this 
year, 


2% Although too much should not be read into these reports 
at present there would seem to be some reason for concluding 
that the Saudis may be either attempting to reinforce Talib's 
position or widening the area of the revolt, 


Ds Please inform Commonwealth authorities. High Commissioners 
in London informed, 


SECRET 
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:ABK. I,17650. 
Dated: 25th November, 1957. 
2120, 
FROM: Rec'd: 26th November, 1957. 
135 7 BYU» 
Australian Mission to the (Transmitted via leased channel fizazau, 
United Nations, Nua are ue 
NEW _ YORK. 
NY1865, UNCLASSIFIED. 
Oman. 


In a letter to the President of the Security Council , sox 
the representatives of Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocc@penaxci 
Saudi Arabai, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia and Yemen bring to the attention“ 
of the Security Council “the grave situation in Oman", British Ree! 
led forces started military operations in July, 1957, to suppress s*onnKs 

a "national movement" and are still carrying out a "fully-fledged sac 
inwausont In September, 1955 British-led forces seized Burami-  sex<H 


Qe "Aggression in Oman" was brought to the Seeurity 
Council's attention and during meetings the United States , 
expressed the hope that the existing difficulties could he settlea na’ 
by negotiation among those interested. This hope for a re-establ]li sieKsK: 
ment of peace was frustrated and British forces are continuing PRR 
"acts of extensive military repression", The representative of thetstxex 
Immam of Oman appealed to the Secretary-General on 30th September te<csenex 
take steps to send neutral observers to Oman to report on the SSS Sit 
situation and on 14th October the same representative appealed to 
the Secretary=-General to use his good offices with the United Kingtemx<cx 
to permit the Red Cross to enter the area, There was no reaction B@Kséx 
either appeals, 


ds It is clear that the "continuance of this aggressive ie 
policy will hamper the promotion of friendly relations between Briteagvs: 
and other nations, It will no doubt aggravate and intensify the ss 
state of tension and violence in the area", 


Ke The abovementioned governments view the present situa®ienes 
in Oman "with a great deal of alarm and deep concern". They WARNE Er) 
reserve the right to request the President to call another mectingsexeaca 
of the Council for reconsideration of inscription of the question Seses%d 
and adoption of any steps the Council "may, under the circumstancesgxnocd 
decide fit". Ii sa se 


be Text by bag. 


MIN. & DEPT. E.A. 
MIN. & DEPT. DEFENCE. 
PoM.'S. 26th November, 1957. 
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Dated: 14th November, 1957. 


Rec'd: 20th November, 1957. 
FROM: 


External Affairs Office, 
LONDON 


SAV.EX477. SECRET 


Oman. 


The J.1.C. Review of Current Intelligence at 12th 
November reports that there are indications which suggest that the 
Saudis may be thinking of sending a vehicle column, presumably 
manned with members of a new "Oman Liberation Army" and directed 
by impressed local guides, towards Burnimi or Central Oman. Little 
is known about the "going" south of the Trucial border, but the 
country would undoubtedly present tremendous difficulties for 
vehicle movements. It is believed, however, that the Saudis have 
sufficient transport of the requisite enlibre to attempt such 
a journey, even if the column had to be maintained by air. 


Alternatively, attempts may be made to infiltrate small numbers 
on the sea. 


MIN & DEPT B.A. 
MIN & DEPT DEF2NCZ 20th November, 1957. 


SECRET 
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LIG(PG)(57)7 - Final 9 
1693/7 | . MILITARY CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE 
Persian Gulf r 


LOCAL INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE 


Likely reactions in the Persian Gulf to the 
1. AIM. 
The aim is: to assess possible reactions in the other Gulf States. . 
2e INTRODUCTION. 


At the time of writing this- report the reYolt appears to be 
contained and the reaction in other Gulf States has been slight 
-g0 far. The points dealt with in Part II of the analysis would 
only become fully relevant were the revolt to spread, or if other 
factors set out in paragraph were to go against H.M.Ge's interests. 
However Part II of the analysis has been included in order to show 
possible reactions in the event of the worst case occurring. 


3. ‘Detailed analysis is at the Annex. 
ls “CONCLUSIONS. 


| ee ; 
Ae The extent of the reaction in the other Gulf States will depend 
largely on the following factors: 


ie The lead given by Egypt (through Saut al Arab) 
iie The length of time taken to restore the situation in Omane 


iii. In the Trucial States the extent of further Saudt 
subversion. 


ive In the oil states, the extent of subversive activity 
directed from abroad. 


Be The Rulers on the whole will approve of British intervention. 


Ce The people in general will regard any failure in Oman and 

any defeat of the Sultan's forces as a British defeat in the field; 
and to the extent to which they are encouraged to do so they will 
resent our intervention. : 


D. The speed with which the operations are carried cut against 
the dissidents anpears to be the all-important factor. If HeM.G-'s 
intervention is brief and effective, the Arab leaders are unlikely 
to be able to make much use of the affair, but if they are given 
time to do so, they are likely to make all they can of it. (To 

some extent they have been helped by the exaggerated reports in 

the British Press which provided material which would not otherwise 
have been available and has in general given the matter too much 
-prominence ). 


Ee Egypt's current attitude towards Great Britain, will of course 
be a vital factor. Without the aid of Egypt's propaganda machine 
the Saudis cannot make much head-way in the propaganda field. 80 

far, although reporting on the rising in the usual exaggerated style, 
Egypt has not called for active hostility to the British in other 
states. On 18.7.1957 Cairo reported as appealing to Kuwaitis 

and Bahrainis to join the Omanis in the fight. However the means 

py which they are to assist is not apparently specified. 


F. Local reaction without provocation from abroad will probably 
be slighte 


rr Gragg Ml - Cope 0M Penns pop ar 
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a ANNEX 


An Sis of like reactions in the other Gulf States to 
the revo entra an 
Ie If the revolt is soon Suppressed and if Egypt does not 
direct the Arab states to help the "Imam's" side by acts against 
British interests in other Gulf States the local reaction is 
likely to ts slight. 


The people will probably criticise British intervention and 
the Rulers will (at least in private) applaud H.eoM.G.'s support of 
a fellow Ruler. The Shaikh of Qatar may sympathise with the 
Saudi view, but he will probably realise that British suvport of 
Jot a fellow ruler is/over-riding importance whatever his sympathies 
in this particular case may bee 


Ite If the situation were to worsen, the following aspects would 
.be of importance: | 


A. Trucial States 





1. Abu Dhabie The Ruler and his brother Zaid in Buraimi 
have identified themselves entirely with British support of the 
Sultan. They will Support any action which HeM.G,. takes to bring 
the affair to a quick and successful end and they will criticise 
any shortcoming in this direction on the part of HeMeG. They . 
realise that if Talib were allowed to remain at large with his 
supporters, the Saudis would exploit the situation both in Oman 
itself and in Abu Dhabi by subversion, fun—running and any other 
means open to them. They are prepared to co-operate fully with 
the T.0.8. in preventing illegal entry into their territory and 
are already takinr steps to this end. 


iis Dubai. Althouch there are many important persons in the 
town and amongst the Ruler's family and entourage whose sympathies 
are with the Saudis, these people are unlikely to make any move 
at all unless; 


@e They receive a very strong lead from EgZypte 


be The operations are very much prolonged and HeM.G. and 
the Sultan fail to make head-way. Even were this to happen the 
lessons of the recent expulsion of four Saudi agents and the 
establishment of the police may prevent the pro Saudi elements 
from achieving anything. Further €un—running may be attempted 
but guns are more likely to be taken straight to the Muscat 
coast from Dammam by sea than to be passed through the Trucial 
coaste 
y 

_ dii.e Sharjah. Despite his Pan-Arab and Saudi sympathies 
the Ruler appears to agree with HeM.G.'s actione Unless 
considerable propaganda is put out by Egypt he is unlikely to 
object to the use of his airfield by the RoA.F. (The publicity 
in the British Press on this point will not of course help the 
position). Attempts tc sabotare ReAsF. aircraft cannot be ruled 
out, but they are not likely to occur unless trained saboteurs 
are sent in from abroad, 


iv. Ajman, Umm al aot waln and Fujairae No iweaction expected. 
The eTs approve o °Me-G'S action so far. 


Ve Ras al Khaimah. The Ruler is disgruntled at the decision 
in regard to his frontier with Pujaira. It is not, thought that 
he can make capital out of the present Situation, but he might take 
advantage of any withdrawal of troops from his territory if this 


/were 
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were siedthaaiy for the reinforcement of Oman; in such 
clroumstances he ‘might cause incidents in the frontier area. 


Besatar The Ruling Family are sympathetic to the Saudis, 
they have harboured and are harbouring the gun-runners and a 
subversive organisation exists in Qatar. Therefore according 

to the extent of tian and Saudi impulse these elements may 
act ag st the British interest and in the wors* case, oil 
Sabotage, strikes, and disorders might ensue. We would not 
necessarily have any warning; locally of such reactione. In such 
& case the security forces could not altogother be relied upon 
to protect British lives and prepertye 


Ce aed The known subversive organisation way eventually 
be driven $6 do what they on to cxploit th situation. f agente 
were sent in to Bahrain attempts might be made to eabotame ReAcBPe 
aircraft. The 011 company is not so likely to be affeoted ae 

ie the case in Qatar. S80 Long as some British troops remain 

the situation is unlikely to get out of hand. The police however 
do not now appear to have an effective riot squad quickly 
available; this is partly because of their rocent reorganisation, 
pen does not seem to have allowed for the training of a riot 
Squade 


_. De Kuwait. To the extent that the authorities wish to 
maintain order they can probably do soe In the worst case, 

some reactions on the lines of those that wore experienced during 
the Suez crisis micht possibly occur, with a boycott of British 
goods, oil field sabotage, and other anti British activities. 


E.F. HENDERSON 
JeW. DAUBNEY 
M. GRIFFITH 
D.H. GRIFFITHS 
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TELEGRAM W_NO. 663 SECRET EMERGENCY 


Repeated COLOMBO, ACCRA. 

My tels. W.660/W661/662. OMAN 

Please now inform Commonwealth authorities as soon as 
possible after receipt of this telegram that ground plan now 
to be put into force involves entry of some British troops 
into Oman. 
2e You may use material in telegrams under reference as 
necessary emphasising that primary object of granting this 
authorisation to Local Commanders is to suppress revolt in 
earliest possible time. It does not (repeat not) in any way 
indicate that we think that the situation has deteriorated or 
is in any respect more serious than we thought at first. One 
factor we had in mind in determining this policy was expression 
by some of our friends of the importance of achieving a speedy 
conclusion to this revolt. 
3s We shall continue to seek to avoid criticism of Saudi 
Arabia. It is satisfactory that the Saudis have not so far 
made any public statement about the Oman situation. If the 
affair were to be prolonged it would probably be more difficult 
for them to remain silent. This is another reason for finishing 
it off quickly. 
4. Please impress on Commonwealth authorities great importance 
of preserving secrecy of this information until it has been 
made public in Bahrain. 
5. (To Delhi only). Your telegram 886. You may inform 
Indians not earlier than 6.30 p.m. Delhi time. 
5. (To Kerachi only). Your telegram 1102. You should inform 
Pakistan authorities not earlier than 7 p.m. Karachi time. It 
is important to convey this information to them tonight and we 


should therefore prefer you not to wait to do so until tomorrow 


morning. 
SECRETARY OF STATE 
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*: 
TELEGRAM WNO. 669 PRESS URGENT Se> 


Repeated Colombo, Accra, Lahore 35, Dacca 57, Peshawar 6, 


My w 663 a 


Announcement was made in Bahrain this morning on following 
lines. Begins:- 

Oman Operation. Recapitulation. Planning for present 
Operation in Oman has been based on experience gained in Aden 
Protectorate where tribal defections have been one of the 
problems with which British forces have had to contend. After 
initial reverse suffered by the Sultan's forces in Central Oman 
our immediate objective was to contain the area in which 
dissidents were operating. The Air (?group omitted) has con- 
tributed largely to success of this phase. Thereafter our aim 
has been to demonstrate to the rebels the weapons which are in 
support of the Sultan; we have demonstrated firepower of our 
aircraft and have made it clear to the rebels that forts which 
they occupy are vulnerable to attack. 
2e Next step was to deny to the rebels military movement 
within a certain area. This has been largely successful. 

Motor transport has been attacked and ten vehicles have been 
destroyed or damaged leaving them with at the most one or two. 
There has been almost no movement observed within prohibited 
area during the last few days and such movement as had been 
seen has been confined to a few individuals. During this phase 
there have been no casualties and there have been no direct 
attacks on human life. 

36 Next phase. All this has been a preliminary to the return 
of the Sultan's Land Forces into Central Oman. It follows 
naturally that the next objective should be re-entry into Nizwa 
of his forces. This has been planned for some time and prepar- 
ations to this end are now being made. Delay in attaining this 
objective is in the interest of no one. It is therefore desir-— 


able to ensure that lines of communication for these forces are 


sefeguarded and that they are operating from secure bases. 
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While the action taken up to now has been successful in con- 
taining the revolt and in eating away the edges of resistance 
fuller reports now arriving from the interior indicate that 
they may be a small hard core of rebels equipped with automatic 
weapons. We must therefore give adequate backing to the 
Sultan's forces. Accordingly we are going to employ a limited 
number of British forces and Trucial Oman Scouts. their role 
will be to hold bases and form a reserve and so free local 
troops to go forward. Troops of the Cameronians and Trucial 
Oman Scouts are now being flown into Ibri and Fahud. In support 
there will also be a small number of armoured cars from 15/19th - 
Hussars. 
4. As soon as the Sultan's forces have been firmly re- 
established in the area British forces will be withdrawn from 


Oman. 
Ends. 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 





SECRET 














TOP SECRET 


2 


The present belief is that the Sultan's forces 
are now adequate to deal with the revolt. It continues 
however to be a political hot potato of the first 
magnitude, hence its direction from Whitehall; and I 
believe the Prime Minister is interesting himself in 
arrangements of the smallest detail. In the meantime 
Sinclair, the local Commander, has both the Chiefs of 
Staff and the Foreign secretary on his back." 


MM. 


re cré +azyg 
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TOP SECRET 66g 


a. 


The present belief is that the Sultan's 
forces are now adequate to deal with the revolt, 
It continues. however to be a political hot potato 
of the first magnitude, hence its direction from 
Whitehall; and I believe the Prime Minister is 
interesting himself in arrangements of the smallest 


detail, In the meantime Sinclair, the local Commander, 


has both the Chiefs of Staff and the Foreign Secretary 
on his back, 


I would have sent a shorter version of this 
by signal except for the reasons which I gave you in 


my last Yetter, 
} Yours seers, . 


E.W. Hicks, Esq., C.B.E., 
Department of Defence, 
Victoria Barracks, 

‘8.6.4 
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TEXT OF COMMONWEALTH REIATIONS OFFICE TELEGRAM 
CIRCULAR W. No. 682 DATED 8TH AUGUST, 1957. Ce 


TT 


My circular W. No. 679. 

Following information was released in Bahrein on 
7th August. Begins. 
4 Further news has now been received of the political 
steps taken by the Sultan of Muscat to organise the tribes 
which have remained friendly to him. Nine tribes have 
supplied contingents which will move accompanied by 
fifteen leading shaikhs in co-ordination with the troops. 
The tribes detachments will help to consolidate the 


efforts which will be made to stabilize the area after 


the ground forces have reached Nizwa. This move will be 


under the general direction of the Minister of the 
Interior of the Government of Muscat and Oman. Both 
the Ghafiri and Hinawi factions are represented in these 
tribes. 
26 The fact that both the Ghafiri and Hinawi factions 
are represented in the Sultan's forces is significant of 
the reconciliation which has taken place between these 
long antagonistic bodies. It is also significant that the 
paramount Shaikh of the Beni Hina (the. tribe to which 
Talib and Ghalib belong) is continuing to fly the Sultan's 
flag over the village of Ghafat. 

Ends. 
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INWARD SAVINGRAM. 
EMD 1.10908 (q@ Bre fog 


Dated: 30th July, 1957 y, sorties 
Rec! d: 6th 4h 5. " 4 957 Srrtont? 
FROM: - — 


External affairs Office, ~ 


SAV. Ex298. SECRET. Pe oe SA 
To External, repeated Washington EX255. 
from lixternal. eS 


. ye ie sy) i 
Omane PRS 
Wie: wh 


“yoy 
joe 


AS you will already have been advised through the Wee 
United Kingdom High Commission in Canberra, the Foreign Office Boe Se Se 
instructed United Kingdom heads of mission in Amman, Bagdad, Beirut,-<™ 
Khartoum, Teheran and Ankara to inform the Governments to which they<= 
were accredited of the reasons why the United Kingdom had decided <> 
to come to the Sultan's aid. The heads of mission were to say in #ech 
addition that the United Kingdom would be grateful if the various *xc% 
Governments could let King Saud know that the United Kingdom did not 


wish the situation in Oman to delay the restoration of good 


relations between the United Kingdom and Saudi irabia. WeBeSe 
‘ BNE EY) 
20 The following account of reactions to the United #4 


Kingdom approach and of the attitude towards the situation in Omarrex<= 


of Middle Gastern countries will supplement the information c onveyea@<> 
to you in our telegram No. 1808 of 30th July:- wr 


(a) Iran. The Iranians said that they were willing to use what #=<>. 
influence they hed with King Saud, as the United Kingdem-x 
asked, but they considered that Egyptian propaganda seit 
use of the situation in Oman would prove too strong  **<x 
for them. The United Kingdom Ambassador comments thatyers» 
situation in Oman is causing the press in Iran NESE 
to raise again the Suez bogies - anti-colonialism, Mustim~ 
solidarity, dislike of violence, alleged contempt of eS 
the United Nations etc. The Iranian reaction might sth 
partly be explained by reference to the ease with whi Gi. 
Tranian ambitions and susceptibilities can always be #*aeox, 
aroused in relation to the Persian Gulf. oe 


(b) Irag. The attitude of the Iragi Government has so far been s*xesx 
non-committal and when publicly pressed to state theives 
attitude they have pleaded lack of information. InraqEytens 
press comment has been restrained but, in view of the tox 
United Kingdom Embassy, it is unlikely that this eS 
state of affairs will last. The Iraqi Forcign Minist 
made no comment when told of United Kingdom views on 


the situation in Oman. te 


(c) Jordan, The Jordanian Foreign Minister agreed with the Unitegsaso 
Kingdom refusal to condemn the Saudi Arabians publicly*#em 
their help to the rebels in Oman and expressed the hoger 
that the United Kingdom would persevere in this tne 
attitude. He said that the objective treatment of thekexo 
rebellion by the Jordanian Press and Radio had been f*e<r~ 
spontaneous but that, if-necessary, the Government #2 
would intervene to maintain this attitude.The Forcigni*7* 
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INWARD SAVINGRAM. SECRET = 


I.10908 


Minister undertook to ask King Hussein to send to Saud 

a message of the type desired by the United Kingdom. The 

United Kingdom Umbassy comment that Jordanian public yp atai 
opinion is apathetic in relationto Oman and that Cairo Radio'siv: 
attempts to stimulate interest seemto have failed. sana 


Lebanon. (please sce our savingram No. 292), “14 


Turkey. The Turkish Foreign Ministry received the explanation imu 
of the United Kingdom view sympathetically and undertook to eB A A 
recommend that a message be sent to King Saud in the sense Ys ti 
the United Kingdom had asked. Bia Sa At 

WENO 
Libya. Libyan press comment has not so far been very adverse way 
towards United Kingdom action in Oman, but the United Kingdom ssa 
Iimbassy believes it may become so unless fighting quickly dicsigasy 
down. yet oe ay? 


Tunisia, Tunisian press comment has tended to emphasize 

ictof United Kingdom and United States interests in 
relation to the rebclilion in Oman. Some jrab newspapers 
have also followcd the line put out by Cairo Radio and 
described the rcvolt as "the awakening of srabd consciousness 
among the Oman liberals". 


36 according to the United Kingdom Embassy at Bagdad, ius: 
the Secretary-General of the arab League has sent a memorandum to ses 
membcr Statcs, inviting their attention to the grave situation in 

Oman and urging them to assist the people there to achieve their 
independence. 


MIN. & DEPT. lied. 
MIN. & DEPT. DiKFisNCL 


SECRET 
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6th August, 1957 aca 
1100 Biya ih y 
SENS a 
FROM: Sees ae 
Sve 3 es 2 
External affairs Office, vakaid 
LONDON. bets 
WES 
EEN Be 1 
“ : ANY BBVA atl : 
SAV. EX292. CONFIDENTIAL. wes 
sentir 
sais aia 


Repeated Australian Embassy, Washington Ex228. Wesel 


Se at 


Byenveo 
Sree 
SMES 
ANE 
According to a report we have seen from the United tani. 
Kingdom Embassy at Beirut, the United Kingdom Ambassador there 
called on the Lebanese Foreign Minister on 22nd July to outline 2 
to him the United Kingdom view on the situation in Oman. the 
Malik said that he was quite ready to believe that the egos. 
and the Saudi .rabians were implicated and that the United 


Kingdom would be quite right in taking severe measures sae ‘ 
the rebels on the Sultan's behalf. He hoped these measures 14 
be rapid and effective. according to the United Kingdom 
Ambassador, Malik did not seem disturbed by the situation. 


2. The Lebanese Governmen. have since issued a statement ~ 
that they have so far no official information which would thedncake 
enable them to express an opinion on the situation in Oman. 

They were meanwhile following developments in accordance with 
Lebanon's obligations as an Arab League member and with the rN ee 
numerous resolul.ous taken by tiie Arab League Council on mo 
Muscat and Oman Sse 


| Sie 
WES es wy! 


\ PETE) Cates | 
ro te he 


5. The United Kingdom Embassy at Beirut has reported 
that Hayat, the most reputable right-wing and pro-Western 

Arab language newspaper in the Lebanon, in its editorial of 
2uth July, welcomed the revolt in Oman:in the name of Arab tt 
union. The United Kingdom Embassy considers that this is a "== 
fairly strong indication that public reaction to the revolt, 7°" 
while still for the time being fairly restrained (apart from 

the left-wing Gacan), will rapidly become more anti-British 

the longer the revolt lasts. 
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(os 
Dated: 2nd August, 1957 7@ 
1945 
FRCil: Rec'd: 3rd jugust, 1957 
41009 


Australian Embassy, 
eee tn | NG T ON 


9056 CONFIDENTIAL 


jddressed Canberra 905, repeated ‘ustralian Mis sion 
to the United Nations, New York, London Saviny 1036 


Omane 


We asked Newsom today whether the State Department 
believed Saudi Arabia was implicated in Omen .ffair. He said 
that one could only speculatee On one hanc Saud might be 
making attempt to harass the British or be ecting in response to 
apr3sals for assistance from inner Omane Cn otner hand his 
inection might suggest that he was not im licetede. It was 
conceivable that he had grown tired of giving hospitality to 
Sup ,orters from inner Oman who hed been agitating for Saudi 
4réedsian help in sn independence movement and had sent them packinge 
In this case he might have no wish to intervene or take any 
positive role in present Oman affair. Equally he might suspect 
thet Egypt is behind the revolt and he might not wish to assist 
in addiag to Egyptian influence in the area. Newsom was inclined 
to think that the latter explanation was more likely especially 

ir view of improvement in Saud's attitude to British over recent 
monthse 


Qe Newsom said that apart from Syria and Egypt, re-=- 
action to the Oman situation in other Middle East countries had 
been feirly subduede Syria was the spearhead of the anti-British 
canpaign most recent evidence of which was Syrian attempt to work 
up support in /rab-:isian bloc for presentation of a letter to the 
Security Council on British action in Oman. He understood that 
the Indians and Pakistanis, and even the Egyptians, had opposed 
Such actione 
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2052 
Rec'd: 3rd August, 1957 


FROM: - 0200 


iustralian High Commission, 
LONDON. 


1839. SECRIT . 
addressed Canberra 1839, repeated Washington 167. 


From uxternal. 





Oman o 


Beeley, Foreign Office, informed me today that 
an announcement regarding tne move of British troops into 
Muscat would be made probably on 3rd September though. timing 
wes left to the discretion of Burrows. 





ae Beeley said the odjective wis to end the 
hostilities quickly. However, the British troops would only be 
used in the last resort and their role would be primarily 
| to give support behind the Muscat forces end Trucial Oman Scouts. 
Their assessment or the militery situation was that resistence 
Was unlikeiy. Only in the event of resistence and failure of 
local troops would the British troops be used. 


3 British troops in Muscat will come from Bahrain 
and the latter will be replaced by troops from Kenya. 


Le Becley anticipates an early conclusion to the 
incident and reference to United Nations is unlikely. 


MIN. & DEPT. Besse 
MIN. & DPT. DEFSNCE 
P.M'S. 3rd sugust, 1957 
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INWARD CABLEGRAM, | /7 3% (°F Bae 


‘Dated: ist August)..195/. < Ream we 
4220 me aa We ave He 
Rec'd: 2nd August, 195/. wv 
0930 7 pee 
_ We NK 
FROM: x? pie SEY 
Australian Mission to the United Nations, re | 
NEW YORK. aia 








945. CONFIDENTIAL. sesh 
WEEN 


Repeated Washington for information. . ye 7 : 
London telegram 129. 


Oman. dis leak 
NUROU ENDS 
a 


a 
London's 1808 to you. Me We 3 

United Kingdgm delegation confirm that Syria Ne 
is trying to work up an appeal ‘to be delivered either to the te Oo a 
United Kingdom or Secretary-General, in either case, with the Boe ove 
maximum publicity. Unitea Kingdom say India and Pakistan have stents 


not responded to the Syrian movc. oral eae ante 
Bee ee oe 
Ny 1 
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SEGRE] 


¥ DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE 
MINUTE PAPER 


UNITED KINGDOM MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO THE SULTAN OF MUSCAT AND 


Subject 


< 
P 
P P ’ 
~ 


oo ian 


1. Lieutenant-Genereal Sir Henry Wells, KBE., CB., DSO. Mo 
CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF ¥ 


2. Vice Admiral Sir Roy Dowling, E, CB, -DSO., 
CHIEF OF THE NAVAL STAFF B. 





Air Marshal F,R.W. Scherger, CB., CBE., DSO., AK. 
CHIkF OF THE AIR STARF 





Atteched for your information and return 
after reading pleese are copies of Commonwealth Relations 
Oifice telegrams Numbers 625 and 629 to 634 inclusive 
concerning the above subject which have been received 
from the Prime Minister's Department. 


icting Secretary 


satel | 2/7/1957 
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“ CONFIDENTIAL: 
. DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. t 9 Sur loy bi 
VA.lMc onthe Geese |. 1.10596 : 


INWARD CABLEGRAM.: 30th July 1957 —- eg 


1950 
Rectds 31st July 1957 
0830 


FROM: AK 


Australian High Commission, SEE 


LON DON. AAW 


1808, CONFIDENTIAL. 
Repeated New York 134 (Please pass to Washington 160 ae 


From External, 
Oman. Re 


The reaction of the Iranians, expressed to the 
United Kingdom Ambassador Teheran, has been one of fear of a 
"second Suez!!! whose disruptive pressure might prove too much Ae 
for the Baghdad Pact. At first they hoped the subject might be 
kept out of the United Nations but they have now suggested to RUE Aes} 
the United Kingdom that the United Kingdom or a friendly pis: 
neutral might refer to the United Nations before Egypt, Syria 
or Saudi Arabia does, Iranian press comment is becoming anti- 
ea Kingdom with comparisons with Russian intervention in 
ungary. 


20 The Iraqis have informed the United Kingdom of a ‘ 
Syrian enquiry whether Iraq would participate in a conference Eases 
discuss the Oman question. The Iraqis hope to stall as long as © 
possible. The Prime Minister in a public statement said the pes en 
Iraqis following the situation in Oman and endeavouring to 

collect information which would enable it to decide attitude, — 
The United Kingdom Ambassador believes that if fighting continues 
long enough for the Iraqi press campaign to develop the Iraqis sss 
will take up an enti-United Kingdom position in response to : 
Nationalist public opinion and to preserve relations with Saud, © 


ae Syria is algo taking the lead in seeking to obtain 
a declaration in relation to Oman by Arab countries and some 

Asian countries with a view to delivery to the United Kingdom — 
delegation New York, India was approached but was not prepared * 


to subscribe, New York may be aware of details, “ 


Aa. Savingram follows, 


MIN. & DEPT. EA. 
MIN, & DEPT. DEFENCE. 
P.M. ts, 31st July, 1957. 
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


| L Ree 
INWARD CABLEGRAM. <!7 3#* lo 7 


Ai.4NDED COPY, T.10590 a 
Af 
Sent: 30th July, 1957. 
1255 SWEENEY 
Rec'd:3lst July, 1957. CAREY 
SS/BH 0530 ee 
FROM: 
Australian Embassy, 
WASHINGTON. 
877. CONFIDENTIAL. 


Repeated London 112. 


Oman. 


Newsom said today there had been no further 
developments in United States attitude on the Oman situation beyond 
that given in our telegram 833. However he told us in confidence 
that the State Department had now replied to ‘various British 
communicztions' to the sfFect that while tec tnited states 
epprecicted the ssture of Aritish relztions with the Sulton 


rts | 
Whe 


il) ¢ 


ane sdoreciitec t2:t the Inited Kinedom was «cll aware cf 

he neea@ tc telre ecowminganee of Onan in gener.) context of 
status or tro Wot in the Middle Fant -f-.irs they 

Moped that the present cifficultier conld be ended * 


expeditiously and that a solution could be found on the lines of 
reaching an understanding with Saudi Avabia. 


Ze Asked whether the State Department believed that 
the Oman Affair covld in fact be wound up quickly Newsom said he 
doubted this. He pointed out that at the beginning the Sultan's fore 
had folded up quickly and he did not see that air attacks could 
have the effect of bringing these forces tegether again and in 
particular persuading deserters to return. 


bY Newsom admitted there was a difference of opinion 
between the United *tates and United Kingdom on Saud's territorial 
ambitions. The State Department felt that Saud, who had spent 

his life fighting trible wars, did not think of ‘sovereignty’ in te Se in 
Yestern sytle, but that it was natural for him to respond to srtcheslie 
appeals for help sent to him by tribal leaders. The Oman affair dssbhanin 
could appear to him as primarily an 'arab' Affair rather than one ° 
involving a contest with the United Kingdem on a matter of sovereinty. 


errr 


i. Newsom said that neither Saudi 4rabia nor Egypt 

had made representations to the State Department. He understood en 
that Saud at this time was on his yacht somewhere in the Red §ea. = on 
5s we asked Newsom whether Oman was one of the x 


reasons for Dulles' present trip to London. Newsom said that he 
had been asked to prepare a background paper for Dulles on Oman 
and Muscat in case this subject came up, but he was told that 
disarmament was the principal reason for Dulles' visit. He did R 
not doubt however, that Dulles woulda discuss Oman with Selwyn Lloyd © 
if the opportunity arose, : 
(#% amedn.ent) 


MIN. & DEPT. E.A. CONE IDENTIAL 31st July, 1957. 
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4S 


Ie 10644 
Dated: 26th July, 1957 


FROM: Rec'd: 31st July, 1957 
1330 


External Affairs Office, 
LONDON 


SAV.EX. 289. UNCLASSIFIED 


Addressed Canberra Saving 289, repeated Washington” ~ 


Saving Ex 2256 
From Externale 
Omane 


Following is summary of United Kingdom press 
comment on the rebellion in Oman and on the United Kingdom 
decision to come to the Sultan's aid:- 


(a) The Times in its leader on 23rd July coneluded that 

the real danger from the hostilities in Omen lay in the 

possibility that they might give the appearance of an Anglo=- BREE 
American rift and urged the need for co-ordination of poltcy Wa 
with the United Statese A further article on 24th July stressedii | 
the need to restore the Sultan's authority rapidlye Otherwise io 
the trouble would spread to Buraimi and the Trucial States, en- aE 
danzering the United Kingdom position in the Persian Gulf and uns? 5 
settling the Middle East "just at a time when it seemed to be tare 
gaining some stability." 


(db) The Manchester Guardian on 24th July also stated that 


Sultan lead to differences between United Kingdom and United Warren 
Stetese Referring to United States policy the Guardian article 
argued against the wisdom of relying on any alliance with King ae 
Saudi, in view of his irresponsibility and the characteristics of 7 
his regime. The article went on to question how long the 
anechronistic despotisms in the Gulf States could be expected to 
last and suggested that the United Kingdom should encourage the 
Stetes to modernise the democratize themselves as the only way t 
stebility in the area. We 


A special article in the Manchester Guardian on 25th 3 
July, under the heading: "Has Britain the Right to Fight?"’, ‘> 
refers to the short period during which the Sultan has had con=~ | 
trcl over Oman and states that for thirty years until 1955 Oman 2a 
was virtually independent. The article also suggests that the Mw 
‘legality of the Sultan's resumption of control over Oman in bite aa 
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with United Kingdom assistance is open to doubt and questions 
whether the United Kingdom still has the right to protect its 
oil interests and to fulfil its obligations to the minor 
Oligarchs in the area by forcee 









A further article on 26th July anjued that the worst 
aspect of the Oman affair was that it showed how far the United 3} 
Kingdom and the United States were from achieving a united policy Rev 
in the Middle East and that it was dangerous for individual AREY 
Western Powers to act as military patrons to individual Arab : 
countries whose "friendship" they want on strategic or ‘eeonomic 
groundse 


(c) The Daily Telegraph editorial on 23rd July stated that AN 
the Omen incident emphasized the need for instant readiness of rep as 
United Kingdom forces in the area. Any temporization over VARNUANY 
Support for the Sultan lent a handle to Saudi Arabian and Egyptlagew@y 
propaganda and would spread dismay among the protected States of WANN, 
the Fersian Gulf. A special article on 26th July referred to th eee 
need for close Anglo-American co-operation and a concerted effort ReREe 
to draw firm boundaries in the Arabian peninsula, in order to REE 
prevent outbreaks such as that at Omane Wega 

wee 
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(da) In an article in the Tribune of 26th July, Mre A. 
Wecgwood Benn, the MePe who has been prominent in Opposition 
criticism in Parliament of the Government attitude, questioned th 
legality of the United Kingdom's assistance to the Sultan on the 
grounds, put forward by Sir Hartley Shawcross in relation to Be 
Hungery, that: "It is well established in international law that Rees 
intervention by a foreign power is inadmissable even if it takes WNC 
plece at the request of a Government engaged in Suppressing an Ye vs RY 
armed insurrection or in pursuance of a Treaty which is alleged t@exey 
provide some justificatione.e." In Mr. Benn's view the United AAS 
Kingdom's cil interests could only be satisfactorily protected by pi 
agreements with the producers on modern lines (like that between H#Rew 
Aremco and Saudi Arabia). In conclusion he stated that the BERG 
“worst bypoecrisy of all has been the failure to report the matter #2335 
to the United Nationse" | | 


(e) The Daily Express on 23rd July regarded the need to 
preserve the United Kingdom position in the Persian Gulf as ERY 
sufficient justification for the decision to come to the Sultan's BRE 
aide It referred to the dangerous delay in dealing with a Ee ve BY 
“troublesome situation", and attributes this to the fact that the PANGAN 
necessary transport aircraft could be secured only in the United WANN 
Kingdom, not in Gy‘pruse ERY 
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oe The New Statesman of 27th July adopts a more moderats 
approach than that of Mre Wedgwood Benn in the Tribune. After 
Ssteting that if United Kingdom did not provide the rulers of the 
Gulf States with the support on which they feel they have a right 32s 
to count, the rulers may come to terms with King Saud, with eon= 
Sequences for the Sterling Area which could be disastrous, the 
Nev Stetesman artiole goes on to say that in Oman the United 
Kingdom is not supporting the most reactionary forces: in 
commerison with the feudal tyranny in Saudi Arabie, the Gulf Ag NUN 
Stetes are enlightened Welfare States. The article makes the potty?” 
thet the United Kingdom action will nevertheless have the effect Ses Seg 
of jeopardizing any possibility of rapprochement between the Unité@i7r® 
Kingcom and the Arab States and that there is danger that a RE ER 
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guerilla war will develop in Oman, in which the United Kingdom 
will become indefinitely and increasingly involved. The 
article concludes by saying that wheat is to be questioned is : 
not so much the use of force but the policy as a result of which % 
force was usede The granting of independence to India, the 
striking of oil and the growth of Arab nationalism make a 
reformulation of United Kingdom policy necessary in the Persian 
Gulf. 








(g) The Economist of this week was not available to us at 
the time of despatche 
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Sent; 26th July, 1957. 
Rec'd: 31st July, 1957. 
BH 1330 


FROM: 


External Affairs Office, 
LONDON. 


Sav Ex 288. UNCLASSIFIED. 


Repeated Australian Embassy, Washington No.Ex22h, Ww 
From External. Ri: OE 


Oman. 


The following telegram of 2kth July from the 
United Kingdom Embassy at Beirut gives a round-up of Lebanese 
. Press reactions:- 


"News of the revolt first appeared in papers of 
July 20. Over the weekend papers carried Agency reports to the "#9 
effect that Britain accused King Saud, sramco and Egypt of having 
instigated the revolt, that the R.A.F. was ready to intervene. eRe SS 
Today's newspapers report that the R.A.F. has given the rebels 
an ultimatum to withdraw from the places they have occupied, 
under penalty of being bombed. Siyassah (rab Nationalist) says 
"brutal" bombing has actually begun. | 


Comment has not been copious to date. AS was 
to be expected, such comment as has appeared is unfavourable to 
the United Kingdom. The srabic Press falls between hailing the 
revolt as a blow against British imperialism (the more extreme . 
pepers), and criticizing British intervention in a dispute between 
Arabs. In a violent article on July 23, Beirut El Massa linked ™& 
the revolt with cther uprisings against British imperialism, declawé 
that interest in oil lay behind British determination to retain cont 
of Oman, and said that the rab States should help the rebels with@l® 
arms and volunteers. Hayat welcomes all such signs of Arab awakeningy 
Beirut and other newspapers suggest that Britain, like Israel, BA 
is working against the «arabs, The French-language Press have so 
concentrated upon the wider political implications of the dispute 
and speculate about the extent of .merican support for King Saud. ™@ 
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Oman. 


The following telegram of 23rd July frem 
the United Kingdom Ambassador at Rome is of interest: - 


"When we were disoussing the Oman situation 
in the light of your statement in Parliament of 22nd July, 
the Director-General of Political Affairs said to me that 
the Italian Government were slightly preoccupied on two 
points. The first, that the matter could be represented 
inside Italy as Anglo-American rivalry in the Middle East, 
and secondly, that the affair might offer an opportunity 
for Nasser to heal the breach between Egypt and Saudi- 


Arabia. 


As regards the first, I said that on such 
occasions the United States Government were always 
embarrassed by the indiviiual views and strong pressure 
of the oil companies. But I felt sure that Her Majesty's 
Embassy in Washington were in close contact with the State 
Department on the subject. From both points of view which 
he had mentioned to me, it seemed cesirable that the 
United States should counsel moderation te the Saudi 
Arabians. I suggested that the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs might care to make their «wn views knewn to the 


Americans." 
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Repeated Washington 158. natin 
From External. 


Oman. 


(a) Whe United Kingdom has now approved air strikes against 
movenents by day on selected roads and tracks. The 
objective is to prevent the movement of arms, which are SESE 
being smuggled in by sea by night, also to isolate tribes ESE 
to prevent the rebellion spreading and to prevent SS See 


NEED? 


dissident troop movements against friendly tribes. 
(b) The present plan of action was four pronged. 


First: Action by sea to prevent arms smuggling. 
Tt was known that small boats were pringing in arms from 
Saudi Arabia though none had been captured yet. 
ENGNG 


Second: Action in the alts: . 


SWYACEAVG (ess 
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Third: Action by land, ‘The Sultan's forces are 


‘ to close in gradually and progressively isolate tribes, ioe 
Fourth: Political action by the Sultan, erst: 
(c) The objective of the dissidents is independeice of Oman over 


under the Imam. SBeeley considered that the tribesmen 
generally were not particularly concerned who was the 
ruler of Oman, All they were anxious to do was to be on ee 
the winning side. Sirens 
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(a4) The role of King Saud in the rebellion is uncertain 
though it was clear that arms coming from Saudi Arabia 
must have some official connivance. Saud's sudden 

arrival at Asmara, with only 24 hours notice to the 
Governor, suggested that the visit might be an alibi. 
Alternatively Saudi officials seeking to force a return 
+o closer relations with Egypt might be behind the move 
without Saud's knowledge. 


(e)  Caccia had kept the United States fully informed of both yaa wi 
facts and intentions, ‘So far the United Kingdom had had herr 
very little United States comment. He assumed that the 
United States would be anxious rezarding the ef fect 
United Kingdom intervention might have on relations 
between Saud and Egypt and also between Saud and the 
United States, The United States probably had not 
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commented because they were not in a position to 
suggest to the United Kingdom an alternative course 

of action. I asked Beeley whether the United Kingdon 
and United States agreed on the assessment of Saud's 
territorial ambitions, He said that the United 
Kingdom were quite convinced that Saud aimed ultimately 
to absorb the fringe States, The United States were 
not quite so sure of this, The United Kingdom believed 
that an independent Oman was only a step to later 
incorporation in Saudi Arabia. Beeley referred to the 
Press report of the statement by Lincoln White in 
Washington which he thought substantially accurate, 

The principal points were that no approach had been made 
to the United States or the United Kingdom by Saudi 
Arabia and that American attitude remained detached 
though anxious, with officials privately hoping that 
Britain would resolve the trouble quickly without 
jeopardizing the good relations which America had been 
developing with Saud. 


The United Kingdom has been at pains to scotch rumours 
of Aramco lorries carrying arms into Oman, Beeley 
commented that the rumours were quite untrue, also it 
was most undesirable that they should be spread, 


MIN. & DEPT. H.A. 
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Oman Revolt. 


July. 


1. 


regarding the oause and timing of the rebellion. 


ated London 105. 


The State Department (Newsom) gave us the following »n 23rd 


Little concrete information had reached the Department 
Historically however 


the Sultan of Muscat and Oman had only been able to exert more than 
nominal severeignty in the area of inner Oman because of active 


support of the United Kingdom, 


The area had always been troublesome 


and tribal rebellions might be expected at any time irrespective of 
possible Saudi or Egyptian inspiration. 


26 


The present tentative view of the Department was that the 


outbreak had not been planned by Saudi Arabia and/or Zgypt as a 
deliberate effort to weaken the United Kingdom position in Gulf. . 
(Naturally Egyptian propaganda would make most of development}. 

On present evidence it appeared that Saudi Arabia had merely 


facilitated movements of Immam's supporters into inner Oman. 
did not necessarily have sinister connotations. 


This 
Historically 


political and religious relations between Saudi Arabia and inner 
Oman were such that the King would feel obliged to assist Imma and 
his followers. 
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The United Kingdom had informed the United States of its beliefs 


that the rebellion was inspired by lLgypt and Saudi Arabia and of the 
need for the United Kingdom to give positive assistanee to the Sultan SVESVES 


if British position in the Gulf was not to be endangered. 


The United 
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States had not yet decided what representations if any it would make TORENES 
the United Kingdom. 


Lis 
(4) 


Newsom told us the following personally and in sonfidence. 


The United States was gravely concerned about the potential 
consequences of the United Kingdom action. While the Saudis 
had not as yet made representations to the United States, 
(Saud is in Asmara), the Department anticipated Saud would 
strongly urge the United States to prevail on the United 
Kingdom to desist from a poiicy of armed suppression. 

Having regard to the present United States-Saudi Arabian 
relations (our 783) failure on the part of the United States 
to respond would endamper United States influence with 

Saudi Arabia and possible reversion by Saud to close 
association with Nasser. Saud's position was such that 
whatever his orm views might be he would feel impelied 

+o heed those of his advisers who contend that the United 
States was not a true friend of Saudi arabia but simply used 
it for its own purposes. 


In deciding to use the R.A.F. against the rebels Newsom 
hoped the United Kingdom had taken fully into account 
repercussions for the whole Western position in the Middle 
East and the consequences for United States relations with 
Saudi Arabia. He feared however that United Kingdom policy 
had once again been influenced by ‘cliche", that there was 
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to drive the United Kingdom out of the Gulf. He implied that 
in fact British advisers in the Gulf (including Muscat and 
Oman) had far more direct control over the Rulers than was 
alleged and that it,might virtually be pretence to imply it 
was on their own initiative that the Rulers had requested 
United Kingdom assistance, He could not understand why 

the United Kingdom appeared no longer capable of pursuing a 
policy of mediation between tribesmen ® and the Sultan 

which it had used so successfully in the area in the past. 

In fact the inhabitants of inner Oman had legitimate 
grievances and Saudi Arabia as the principal power of the 
Peninsula had a legitimate interest in their future, The 
State Department remained as firmly convinced as ever that to 
pursue a conciliatory policy with Saud was not appeasment, 
since his policy was not the outcome of an immoderate appetite 
for territorial acquisition. Newsom said the events of the , 
past 12 months had proved the United States assessment of Saud 
to be more valid than that of United Kingdom, 


De Please safeguard Newsom as source of the foregoing. 


MIN. & DEPT. B.A. CE Cyerirst Cfo 

MIN. & DEPT. DEFENCE. 
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Australian High Commission, 
LONDON. 


4742. CONFIDENTIAL. 


Addressed Canberra 1742 repeated Savingram 
Washington. 


Oman. 
My 1711. 


Selwyn Lloyd announced in the House of Commons 
to-day that the United Kingdom would accede to the request for assistance 
from the Sultan of Muscat. Precautionary movements of United Kingdom 
forces had already taken place. Lloyd gave as reasons the fact that the 
rébels were clearly recciving outside aid (but did not name the source 
and the friemly treaty relations which have existed between the United 
Kingdom, Muscat and Oman for 150 ycars. 


2. The Foreign Office have told us that the assist- imam: 
ance envisaged was a display of force with strafing and rockets by the ATR 
R.A.F. No use of United Kingdom ground forces was contemplated. The 

reasons for the decision to provide assistance were similar to those be- 

hind the United Kingdom stand on Buraimi. Moreover if the rebels were 

not dislodged from the areas of central Oman, which they held, then the 

spread of dissident movement in Muscat and Oman, and to Trucial sheikh- 

doms could be expected. However, even if the rebels remain in control of 
the.areas they now hold, it would still be possible, although more diffi- 

cult to maintain control of Buraimi. 


3. The Foreign Office state that Saudi Arabian 
and Egyptian support of the rebel movement in Oman is of long standing. 
The rebel forces had been trained at a special school in Saudi Arabia 
and arms supplied. The Egyptians provided propaganda support over 

Cairo Radio and an independent Omani representation had been established 
at Cairo. With Aqaba, Oman was one of the issues on which Nasser and 
Saud saw eye to eye, 


Existing treaty relations do not bind the 
United Kingdom to provide assistance,but assistance has been provided 
in the past in similar circumstances and the Sultan has grown to expect 
it. Moreover, the United Kingdom has a certain obligation to the Sultan 
in that two R.A.F. air bases are established in his territory. 


The Foreign Office commented on‘the Sultan's 
attitude of independence towards, and isolation from, other Arab and 
Muslim states which make it difficult to rally support for his position 
even from such states as Iraq. Relation with Pakistan complicated by 
dispute over Gwadar. Foreign Office incline to view that if the present 
went to the United Nations the Sultan might well refuse to participate 
on the grounds that this was his own internal problem, on which he would 
prefer to act in his own way. 


6. The Foreign Office say they have not yet had 
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any indication of United States attitude. 
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MIN&DEPT DEFENCE 
P.M'S 23rd July, 1957. 
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From Hxternal. 
Oman 


Sultan of Oman has appealed to the United Kingdom 
Government for military assistance including R.A.F. in relation 
to internal dissidence backed by arms ‘*srought in from Saudi 
Arabia. 


Ze The principle’ trouble is in the area of Nizwa in 
Hajar Range where the Oman Regiment failed to meet the situation 
and suffered collapse of Moraa%e. The principle danger appears to 
“be loss of*eontrol of the interior of Oman by the Sultan. 


40 The Foreign Office is advising against the use of 
United Kingdom force as the trouble is internal ard because Oman 
is ay independent state and not a protectorate. . Unite@g Kingdom 
intervention might well produce a difficult situation ineluding 
protests by Saudi Arabia and possibly reference to the United 
Nation;3. They also consider that solution of the Sultan's 
difficulties lies in political rather than military action. (i 
United Kingdom Ministers will be considering the question to—morrowe @ 
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